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SUBJECT: SYRIAN MEDIA REACTION TO PRESIDENT'S CLINTON. 

MASS STATEMENTS 

1 . SYRIAN MEDIA ACCORDED PRESIDENT'S M.E. STATEMENTS TO 
CLINTON, MASS. TOWN MEETING PROMINENT COVERAGE. ALL 
SYRIAN DAILIES MARCH 18 REPORTED STATEMENTS ON FRONT PAGE, 

AND THAWRA HEADLINED "CARTER OUTLINES THREE CONDITIONS FOR 
PEACE IN AREA, AMONG WHICH IS NEED TO ESTABLISH PALESTINIAN 
HOMELAND. PLO WELCOMES CARTER'S DECLARATIONS AND CONSIDERS 
THEM POSITIVE ". 

2. SYRIAN NEWS BROADCAST NOTED THAT "THIS FIRST TIME 
RESPONSIBLE U.S. OFFICIAL HAS PUBLICLY ADOPTED POSITION 

WHICH SUPPORTS ESTABLISHMENT PALESTINIAN HOMELAND. OBSERVERS 
NOTE THAT CARTER AVOIDED DEFINING WHETHER THIS HOMELAND WOULD 
BE IN FORM OF INDEPENDENT ENTITY OR NOT, AND ADD THAT AMBIGUITY 
CONCERNING IDEA OF HOMELAND PREVENTS KNOWING AT THIS 
STAGE EXACTLY WHAT IT MEANS". ARTICLE IN THAWRA 
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STATED "THE TERM HOMELAND GIVES ROOM FOR VISUALIZING 
SOLUTION BASED ON JORDANIAN-PAT .F.STTNT AN STATE." 

3. ARTICLES DID NOT ENGAGE IN FURTHER SPECULATION BUT 
DID REPORT THAT ISRAEL WILL REQUEST CLARIFICATIONS FROM 
U.S. ABOUT CLINTON STATEMENTS. AFP REPORT QUOTED SAYING 
"OBSERVERS SEE AMERICAN PRESIDENT'S DECLARATION AS 
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CONFIRMING THE PREVAILING IMPRESSION ON EVOLUTION OF THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE AND THAT CARTER INTENDS 
ADOPT MORE ACTIVE STAND THAN THAT OF HIS PREDECESSORS 
IN THIS REGARD ". 

4. MEDIA AVOIDED ALL MENTION OF PRESIDENT'S REFERENCES 
TO NEED FOR ARABS OVER PERIOD OF MONTHS AND YEARS TO 
OPEN BORDER TO TRAVEL, TOURISM, ETC. THIS ACCORDS WITH 
SYRIA’S CURRENT POSITION THAT ESTABLISHING PEACE AND 
ENDING STATE OF WAR ARE VIRTUALLY SYNONYMOUS; 

EXCLUSION UNDOUBTEDLY RESULT OF SARG 

DIRECTION. 

5. MARCH 19 MEDIA REPORTED WIDELY VARYING WORLD REACTIONS 
TO CARTER STATEMENTS UNDER HEADLINE "ISRAELI RESENTMENT 
AND PALESTINIAN SATISFACTION WITH CARTER'S STATEMENTS". 

NO EDITORIALS ON FURTHER SYRIAN REACTION REPORTED. LEAD 
STORY ON RADIO AND IN PRESS WAS CARTER'S STATEMENT TO 
SYRIAN PERMREP ALLAF THAT HE WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO 
MEETING WITH PRES. ASAD IN MAY. 

MURPHY 
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